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Suggested Videos and Readings 
 

Compelling videos you can show to help raise awareness and spark activism: 
 

Videos of general interest: 
 
• Incident at Oglala: The Leonard Peltier Story – Advocates for the retrial of this Native American activist, 

exploring government repression and the Native occupation of Wounded Knee [1992, video store or library] 
• Mumia Abu-Jamal: A Case For Reasonable Doubt? – HBO Special on Mumia’s case [1996, video store or library] 
• Thin Blue Line – Errol Morris’ docu-drama on the wrongful conviction of Randall Adams [1988, video store or 

library] 
• Attica – Documents the rebellion that took place at Attica prison in upstate New York from September 9-13, 1971 

[1973, order from CEML at http://www-unix.oit.umass.edu/~kastor/ceml-resources.html] 
 

Videos on the prison industrial complex: 
 
• USA, INCarcerated – Outlines the growth of the prison industrial complex, the social trade-offs being made to 

support it, and its place in the global economy. 
• Critical Resistance: Visions of Freedom – An emotional and inspiring look at a growing movement of activists, 

artists and intellectuals who are mobilizing against the prison industrial complex. 
- Both above videos on one tape, to order, contact: 

! Critical Resistance at 510-444-0484 or critresist@aol.com 
-- or -- 

! Public Media Network # P.O. Box 411271 San Francisco CA 94141-1271 # 
criticalvideo@yahoo.com 

• The Last Graduation – Explores the cutting of educational programs in prisons 
- Order from: 

! Zahm Productions # 101 West 79 Street, 4C New York, NY 10024 #  212-595-5002 # 
bzahm@interport.net 

 

Compelling readings to raise awareness and spark activism: 
 

Books: 
 
• The Celling of America: An Inside Look at the US Prison Industry, Daniel Burton-Rose, Dan Pens, Paul Wright—eds. 

Common Courage Press, 1998. (Available from AK Press—www.akpress.com) 
• Criminal Injustice: Confronting the Prison Crisis, Elihu Rosenblatt—ed. South End Press, 1996. 
• Live From Death Row,Mumia Abu-Jamal. Addison-Wesley Publishing, 1995. 
• Lockdown America: Police and Prisons in the Age of Crisis, Christian Parenti. Verso Books, 1999. (Available from AK 

Press—www.akpress.com) 
• Race to Incarcerate, Mark Mauer. New Press, 1999. 
• States of Confinement: Policing, Detention, and Prisons, Joy James—ed. St. Martin’s Press, 2000. 
 

Articles/pamphlets: 
 
• “The Prison Industrial Complex,” by Eric Schlosser. Atlantic Monthly, December 1998. 
• “Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial Complex,” by Angela Y. Davis. Colorlines Magazine, tk. 
• “Private Prisons,” by Eric Bates. The Nation, January 1998. 
• “The Prison Industrial Complex and the Global Economy,” by Linda Evans and Eve Goldberg. Agit Press. (Available 

from AK Press—www.akpress.com) 
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